168                 The Mahabharata: A Criticism.
He counter-accused the Pandavas for the evil practices
with which they had gained their victory, the I^st of
which, by which they had broken his thighs contrary to
rules, was not the least. The "Mahabharata goes onto
state that at the end of this speech flowers fell on Duryo-
dhana from Heaven and Shrikrishna and others felt
abashed and confused. Perhaps upon this statement is
based the idea that the original Mahabharata represent-
ed the Kauravas as having the right-on their side and
as having been successful in the war. Whatever may
be said about its ethics there is nothing in the statement
which would support the idea that the Bharata at any
time represented the result of the war as anything but
favourable to the Pandavas.